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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



In connection with the Request for a Continued Prosecution Apphcation submitted 
herewith, entry of the amendments and reconsideration of the apphcation in view thereof and of 
the following remarks are respectfully requested. 
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A. AMENDMENTS 



Please cancel claim 16 without prejudice. 
Please amend claim 15 to read as follows: 



15. (Thrice amended) A method of detecting a liver cell proliferative disorder, 
compnsing 

contacting an antibody th^pecifically binds to growth differentiation factor-12 
(GDF-12) polypeptide ha>irfg an amino acid sequence as set forth in SEQ ID NO: 12 with 
a liver specimen frprfi a subject under conditions suitable for formation of a complex; and 
compmng the amount of complex in the liver specimen to the amount in a control 
sampl^^herein a difference is indicative of a liver cell proliferative disorder. 
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